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In the Claims : 

Please amend the claims to read in accordance with the following listing of claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a communication system having a communication n e de selectably 
operabl s- to - eoErfflranicate b y w ay o f a communication neU ¥ &ri ^^ ith -- a -- eoH : espondeHt - n0d e r - tl ; ie 
communication network having at least a first application level entity, an improvement of An 
apparatus for facilitating network-initiated bearer setup of a bearer between a ^^communication node 
and a correspondent node through operation of a selected bearer manager, 

wherein the communication node is selectably operable to communicate by way of a 
communication network with the correspondent node, the selected bearer manager having a network 
address identifying a network location thereof, s-a id - appa f afa s-comprising: 

a first bearer setup request generator associated with a first application-level entity, said 
first bearer setup request generator far- configured to generate a first application-level bearer setup 
request and to provide the first application-level bearer setup request to a transport-level entity, 

the first bearer setup request for requesting the selected bearer manager to create the 
bearer between die communication node and the correspondent node, and the first bearer setup request, 
when generated at the first application-level entity, being free of the network address identifying the 
network location of the selected bearer manager . 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the communication network comprises an 
application level and a transport level, wherein the first application-level entity forms a portion of the 
application level, and wherein said first bearer setup request generator forms a portion of the 
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application level, 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the first bearer setup request generated by said 
first bearer setup request generator is sent to the transport level. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the separate-level transport level comprises an 
AAA (Authentication Authorization Accounting) entity, and wherein the first bearer setup request 
generated by said first bearer setup request generator is sent to the AAA entity. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a second bearer setup request 
generator associated with the AAA entity and coupled to receive an indication of the first bearer setup 
request generated by said first bearer setup request generator, said second bearer request generator for 
generating a transport-level bearer setup, the transport-level bearer setup request for delivery to the 
selected bearer manager to request the bearer manager, when delivered thereat, create the bearer 
between the communication node and the correspondent node. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein Hie communication network comprises a first 
network portion and at least a second network portion, the first network portion defining a home 
network of the mobile node and the second network portion defining a visited network of the 
communication node, and wherein the first application-level entity with winch said first bearer setup 
request generator is associated and the AAA entity with which said transport-level bearer setup request 
generator is associated are positioned at the visited network portion. 
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7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the communication network comprises a first 
network portion and at least a second network portion defining a home network of the communication 
node and the second network portion defining a visited network portion, wherein tire at least the first 
application-level entity comprises a first application server and a second application server, the second 
application server also forming a portion of the application level, the second application server 
associated with the visited network portion and the first application server associated with the home 
network portion, said first hearer setup request generator for generating the first bearer setup request 
responsive to an application-level signal provided thereto. 

S. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the AAA entity comprises a home-network 
AAA entity and a visited-network AAA entity, and wherein the first bearer setup request is set by said 
first bearer setup request generator to the home-network AAA entity. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of claim S wherein said second bearer setup request message 
generator generates the transport-level bearer setup request by way of the visited-network AAA entity 
to the selected bearer manager. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9 wherein the transport-level bearer setup request 
message generated by said second bearer setup request message comprises an AAA-protocol message. 

11. (Previously amended) The apparatus of claim 10 wherein the selected bearer manager to 
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which the transport-level bearer request is delivered generates a response message, and wherein said 
second bearer setup request generator further detects the response message. 

12. (Original) Hie apparatus of claim 11 wherein the response message generated by the 
selected bearer forms an AAA-protocol message. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said second bearer setup request generator 
further returns an indication of the response message to said first bearer setup request generator. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said first bearer setup request message 
generator further generates an application-level message for communication to the mobile node, the 
application-level message indicative of response message generated by the selected bearer manager. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the commimication system comprises a radio 
communication system and the communication node comprises a mobile node, wherein the 
commimication network comprises a first network portion and at least a second network portion, the 
first network portion defining a home network of the mobile node and the second network portion 
defining a visiting network of the mobile node, wherein the first application-level entity comprises a 
home-network application server and wherein said first bearer setup request generator is associated 
with the home-network server. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the communication system comprises a radio 
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communication system and the communication node comprises a mobile node, wherein the 
communication network comprises a first network portion and at least a second network portion, the 
first network portion defining a home network of the mobile node and the second network portion 
defining a visited network of the mobile node, wherein tire first application-level entity comprises a 
visited-network application server, and wherein said first bearer setup request generator is associated 
with the visited-network server. 

17. (Currently Amended) Ei^m e lfaod - for - eomnram 
communication node selectably op e rable to communicate by way of a communication network having 
at least a firat H ipplieatioB^ e v e l -e nti method for facilitating network-initiated 

bearer setup of a bearer between a communication node and a correspondent node through operation of 
a selected bearer manager, 

wherein the communication node is selectably operable to communicate by way of a 
communication network with the correspondent node, the selected bearer manager having a network 
address identifying a network location thereof, said metho d-comprising: 

selectably generating a first application-level bearer setup request at a first application- 
level entity, the first application-level bearer setup request for requesting the selected bearer manager 
to create the bearer between the communication node and the correspondent node, and the first bearer 
setup request, when generated at the first application-level entity, being free of the network address 
identifying the network location of the selected bearer manager ; and 

providing the first application-level bearer setup request, generated during said 
operation of selectably generating, to a transport-level s ign allin g- lay e r -entity . 
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18. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the first application-level entity comprises a 
first application server, and wherein the first hearer setup request generated during said operation of 
selectably generating is generated at the first application server. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 18 further comprising the additional 
operation of routing, from the transport-level s i gn alling l ay e r entity, a separate-level signaling-layer 
request signal to the selected bearer manager. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising the operation of returning a bearer- 
manager response message to the first application server. 



7 



